
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 1, 2006 
 
John Administrator 
ABC Hospital 
123 Main Street 
Anywhere, AZ 12345 
 
Dear Mr. Administrator: 
 
As you are aware, A.R.S. §36-125.05 requires the reporting of discharge data to the Arizona Department of 
Health Services on a semi-annual basis by hospitals for their inpatient and emergency departments.   
 
Please read this letter carefully; it contains important information and instructions concerning your 
discharge data.  After you have read this letter you may find further information, including definitions and 
explanations regarding the audits and errors discussed in this letter, by obtaining the Audit Error Data 
Dictionary, available on our website at http://www.azdhs.gov/plan/crr/index.htm.  
 
1. This letter is in reference to your inpatient and emergency department discharge data for 2006-01, 

the period of January 1, 2006 through June 30, 2006.  This data has been audited, and although the 
data submitted met many of the requirements, the data also contains some errors.  Due to these 
errors, your data submission has been rejected.   All errors indicated below in this section 
(section 1) must be corrected and the data resubmitted no later than June 22, 2006: 

 
File Type:  IP    Number of Records Submitted:  5426 
 
Audit     Error Detail           Records 
Number                 With Errors 

7 Invalid Race Code (Not 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9) 1872 
12 Invalid Discharge Status * 6 
31 Invalid Record type (Not 1 or 3) * 17 

 
NOTE: Although a small margin of error is allowed on most audits, errors on those audits marked with an 
asterisk ( * ) in the above grid are fatal errors that must be 100% corrected.      
   
Under certain circumstances, you may find that it is impossible to make the corrections required in this 
section (for example, correcting patient race codes when you don’t have the information because it was not 
collected at the time of admission).  In the event that existing errors cannot be corrected, this must be 
communicated to the Department.   
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Additionally, a plan of correction must be formulated and implemented so the error does not recur, and 
written documentation of the plan must be provided to the Department.  If accepted, your plan will serve in 
lieu of the required corrections for the reporting period in which the plan is accepted.  If you have an issue 
with unresolved errors or need to prepare a plan of correction, we encourage you to contact our office for 
assistance. 
 
 
2. The information below, describing other errors that were identified in your data, is provided for 

your information.  Although no correction is required for this submission period, please be 
aware that on future submissions, errors on these data points will cause your submission to 
be rejected.    

 
File Type: IP   Number of Records Submitted: 5426 
 
Audit     Error Detail           Records 
Number               With Errors 

85 Room and board - Private Charge is not numeric 79 
 
 
Pursuant to A.R.S. §36-125.05.I., the department may examine records and accounts related to the 
reporting requirements to verify the accuracy of information submitted.  Further, A.R.S. §36-126 provides 
for civil penalties of up to three hundred dollars per violation, with each day that a violation continues 
constituting a separate violation.  Please be advised that the data you submit, with the personally 
identifiable information removed, will be available to the public.   
 
Your efforts to provide complete and accurate data are appreciated.  Remember to utilize the Audit Error 
Data Dictionary, which can be downloaded from our website at http://www.azdhs.gov/plan/crr/index.htm, 
as a tool to assist you in making corrections.   
 
You must make the required corrections as indicated in (1) above, and resubmit your data no later 
than June 22, 2006.  If you have any questions or require assistance, you may contact me at (602) 542-
8064. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Donna Cox 
Discharge Data Manager 
 
 
cc: Steve Jones, IT Manager, ABC Hospital Corporation 

Jane Brown, XYZ Submission Software Company 
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